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Parameters: Visitor Perceptions of Satisfaction with a number of key social interaction factors (to be determined based on the management area) measured using a survey of visitors on walking tracks and at use sites within each ROS Class at least every 5 years. Satisfaction level benchmarks to be adjusted to suit local management objectives.  Examples only are used here for demonstration.  This type of survey can also be analysed in combination with surveys of visitors expectations about the area and their perceptions of the importance of different factors prior to their trip into their destinations  (Refer to Scenic Spectrums Pty Ltd et al, 1995 Tully Gorge Visitor Impact and Management Study.)
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The mean satisfaction rating on a 9-point scale perceived by all visitors surveyed on walking tracks or at use sites should be at least 5.0 (Very Satisfied) or greater for the following management factors:





To have a Remote or Wilderness Experience


To find peace and solitude


To be away from the crowds


To learn about nature and the National Park


To enjoy the scenic beauty of the area.
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The mean satisfaction rating on a 9-point scale perceived by all visitors surveyed on walking tracks or at use sites should be at least 4.5 ( Very to Moderately Satisfied) or greater for the following management factors:





To have a Semi-Remote or  Natural Experience


To find peace and solitude


To be away from the crowds


To learn about nature and the National Park


To enjoy the scenic beauty of the area.
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The mean satisfaction rating on a 9-point scale perceived by all visitors surveyed on walking tracks or at use sites should be at least 4.0 (Moderately Satisfied) or greater for the following management factors:





To have a Natural Experience


To be away from the crowds


To learn about nature and the National Park


To enjoy the scenic beauty of the area.
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The mean satisfaction rating on a 9-point scale perceived by all visitors surveyed on walking tracks or at use sites should be at least 3.5 (Moderately to Slightly Satisfied) or greater for the following management factors:





To have an Outdoor Experience


To learn about nature and the National Park


To enjoy the scenic beauty of the area.


To have a social experience with others away from the City.
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Jeffery L. Marion (1991) has prepared an excellent procedural manual for monitoring visitor impacts on recreation sites.  Vegetation removal and soil exposure are two of the principal impact parameters of the procedure and are particularly important in applying a visitor containment and site management strategy for minimising recreation impacts. A combination of photographic, site area and site condition monitoring approaches are recommended.  Marion's process first identifies and maps all recreation use and facility sites, then plots the boundaries of the areas disturbed by visitors using specific survey techniques,  assesses the Site Condition Class of each area according to one of the five classes (the definitions of which will vary from one general habitat region to another) outlined below, then photographs each site from well-defined permanent locations.  This process is repeated at set intervals in order to determine whether or not change in the level of visitor impact is occurring and the extent to which that level of change is acceptable within the management objectives adopted.


�
The five Site Condition Classes include:


Recreation site barely distinguishable ; slight loss of vegetation cover and/or minimal disturbance of organic litter.


Recreation site obvious ; vegetation cover lost and/or organic litter pulverised in primary use areas 


3.   Vegetation cover lost and/or organic litter pulverised on much of the site, some bare soil exposed in   


       primary use areas.


4.    Nearly complete or total loss of vegetation cover and organic litter, bare soil widespread.


5.    Soil erosion obvious, as indicated by exposed tree roots and rocks and /or gullying
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